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violent fever and inflammation. He died at the village of Hermen-
trude, near Rouen, September 9,1087, in the sixty fourth year of
his age.

William the Conqueror was remarkable for his personal strength
and the majestic beauty of his countenance. No one but himself
could bend his bow. Like Saul, he was from the shoulders up-
wards taller than his subjects. He was buried in the church of
St. Stephen, at Caen. When Chastillon took Caen in 1562, the
Calvinist soldiers broke open his tomb, hoping to meet with a
treasure, rinding nothing but his bones, they flung them rudely
about the church. The spoilers threw down the monument of
queen Matilda in the church of the Holy Trinity, broke her
effigies, opened her coffin, took a sapphire ring from her finger, and
gave it to the abbess. The bones were collected, and the tombs of
Matilda and the Conqueror restored in 1642; but the Frenca
Republicans at the close of the last century paid a destructive
visit to the church of the Holy Trinity at Caen, and swept away
the monumental memorial of the royal foundress.